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 Hey, not so Spring Breakers! Did you get those 
packets done? Only six more Mondays left this year, 
with only 29 more days of school for seniors and 32 
days left for underclassmen. We can make it! Make sure 
that you get all of your homework done and that you are 
working hard! We hope everyone goes out and supports 
all of our Spring athletes! This spring we have high 
hopes for our track, baseball, soccer, and tennis teams. 
Let’s show them what Zizzerland is really made of. We 
hope everyone had a safe and wonderful Spring Break, 
and that you have a wonderful weekend!
Deuces,
Lindsay and Casey

Random Act of 
Kindess
“I saw a senior at lunch who was upset that she was not 
able to get her order from Jostens that day.  She was 
$4.09 short and didn’t know when she would be able to 
get her order. I started looking for what money I had, 
but it was merely change. As we were counting out the 
money I discovered we were still $1.00 short. Another 
student walked by and asked what we were doing. He 
pulled a dollar out of his pocket and laid it on the table 
for us. The senior was able to get her graduation order 
that day. She was all smiles,” Mrs. Sheila Decker said. 
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By Katey Smith
 The intelligent, flawless, and talented Sarah Hess is this 
month’s Senior Spotlight. If you are a male student, you have 
noticed how beautiful she is, and if you are a female student, 
you have all envied her at some point in time because she 
always dresses in such adorable outfits! Who has that kind of 
stamina to look nice every day? Certainly not myself! 
Sarah’s schedule consists of honors geometry, interior design, 
AP physics, Honors English IV, Accelerated Reader, AP cal-
culus, study skills, and mentoring. Sarah mentors for Mrs. 
Young’s Algebra II class. Her favorite teacher in high school 
was Mr. Harlow because he was so funny and managed to get 
her to learn all of the material even though history is her least 
favorite subject. “I have so much strange Russian Revolution 
information in my head!” she says. 
 Sarah is the daughter of Edward and Michele Hess. 
She has two siblings: Jacob, a sophomore, and Rachel, a sixth 
grader. She has a shih-Tzu named Andy who “is very sassy” 
and another dog, Rocky, who is a sheltie that her family res-
cued. “He is fat and needy,” says Sarah. 
 Sarah is actively involved in Varsity Tennis, Beta, 
NHS, and Math Club. In past years, she has been involved with 
soccer, prom committee, and student council. Her best friend 
is Tatum Stasney, who is currently attending school at OU. 
Sarah’s favorite movie is Bridesmaids because “it’s a classic!” 
 Some interesting facts about Sarah are that she works 
at Flo Fitness Studio, she has read the Harry Potter series more 
times than anyone really should, and Friends reruns never get 
old. We could not agree more! 
 Sarah’s greatest high school achievement was winning 
districts individually and as a team both freshman and sopho-
more year. “We really were the dream team,” says Sarah. The 
best moments in high school were sitting the bench with Laura 
Grisham and Katie Land during soccer games and “praying not 
to get put in.” 
 After graduation, Sarah will attend Mizzou in the fall. 
She wants to join a sorority and major in industrial engineer-
ing.  Her advice to underclassmen is “enjoy it while it happens. 
I am so excited to be graduating, but these past four years have 
gone by really super quick.” 
 Sarah says, “I would like to give a shout out to Taylor 
Eck since he is going to KU and after graduation I won’t be 
allowed to speak to him again.” 
 As her final advice, Sarah says,” Kids today really 
need to not take everything so seriously. I can’t remember 
anything that happened freshman and most of sophomore year. 
So, if you embarrass yourself, I promise it’s not the end of the 
world.” 

     Senior
   Spotlight

WPHS Senior Katie Kentner is a finalist  
for the National Beta Club Scholarship.
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By Casey Buehler
 This month’s Junior Junction is the smart and talented Alex Eggert! Alex is a 16-year-old who is very 
active here at West Plains High. For starters, he is the President of the Beta Club and he participates in band, 
jazz band, National Honor Society, and Student Council. He has also mastered the art of being involved and 
making time for his studies; take for example the 31 he received on the ACT. When asked about giving advice 
to underclassmen he said, “Break out of your shell and get involved, it makes high school so much better and 
helps you make friends that you will make memories with.” After high school he plans on attending the Univer-
sity of Missouri . But, when he’s not at school you’ll probably find him at home or with his friends.
 When he’s at home you can find him reading, playing his guitar, programming (Java Script), or listening 
to his favorite bands, The Beetles, and Simon and Garfunkel. He likes playing with his two cats and hanging 
out with his older brother, Tyler, when he’s home from college. He also enjoys watching his favorite movie Big 
Fish. The best trip, he said, he has ever taken was probably his trip to Washington, DC . 
 At the end of the day we see that Alex is a pretty cool guy. If you see him in the hall be sure to stop him 
and say “hi” because he is sure to have something in common with you. We would also like to wish him the best 
of luck in all of his future endeavors, and to just have fun with everything he does.

  Junior Junction

       Random Act of Kindess
“Kristopher Taylor, found a nice necklace on the floor in the room and turned it in to me.  It turned up being 
mine!  It had broken the period before. He could have easily pocketed it, but he did not,” stated Mrs. Christina 
Staab.
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By Chloe Towell
 As you roam the rather bustling hallways of Zizzerland, 
a few friendly faces might stand out to you. One of those faces 
might just be the smiling Alex Abrams. 
      Mr. Abrams has been a citizen of the mighty Zizzernation 
for two years, as he is rounding out his sophomore year. High 
school has treated young Alex well, and he is involved in a few 
activities around the campus. 
     Track is a huge priority for Alex, as it is for anyone on the 
team. He is also involved in the school’s Beta Club and recent-
ly attended the state convention in Branson, Missouri. There, 
along with his fellow Betas, he participated in the skit competi-
tion to help win votes for Beta president, Alex Eggert. 
    School is also a top priority for Alex. It took practically an 
arm and a leg to get him out of class to interview him. If all 
of the students at West Plains High School were to show this 
much dedication to their schoolwork, we would probably see 
Mr. Randolph on the roof more often. So, take this as a lesson 
fellow Zizzers: do your homework! 
     Although Alex seems shy, he is actually a pretty friendly 
guy if you get to know him. It may take a few weeks for him to 
get your name memorized, but he promises that he will remem-
ber your face.  So, if you need a friend, look no further than 
Mr. Alex Abrams. 

Sophomore Showcase

       Random Act of Kindess
 Faculty and staff, please forward a brief summary of any “random acts of kindness” that you have wit-
ness by our students to Mrs. Locke for Zizzerette. Students really enjoy reading about the wonderful things that 
others do to help. Thanks for taking the time to highlight how awesome our students really are! 
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By Alexis King
 Meet the beautiful, athletic, smart, and the vibrant McKenzie 
Leigh Barker! She was born on November 5, 1998 to proud parents David 
and Lana Snodgrass. McKenzie has five sisters, Triniti, Kaigan, Isabelle, 
Randi Lynn, and Emerson. She also has one dog named Simon.
 McKenzie’s schedule this year includes: Studio Art I, agricultural 
science, conceptual physics, American government, Honors English I, 
physical education, and Honors Algebra I. Her favorite class is history 
with Mr. Dudley. McKenzie was the freshman Mid-Winter attendant. She 
was escorted by Justin Nichols. She was also an FFA Barnwarming Queen 
candidate. 
 McKenzie enjoys playing golf and drawing. She is involved in 
FFA, BETA Club, and the golf team. McKenzie’s best friends are Kasey 
Doss, Kaylee Spradlin, Caitlynn Tuck, and Marisa Butler. “I have had a 
good freshman year so far. It has been really short and fun,” says McK-
enzie. If you ever see McKenzie in the halls, make sure to say “hi” to this 
sweet girl!

 Freshman Focus

       Random Act of Kindess
 Ms. Cyndi Wright of the Bridges program, would like to recognize Mrs. Krista Robbins and her 8th 
hour class.  They help with the Bridges program at least twice a week and are very appreciated.  Brandi Snider, 
Maggie Rosson, Mykell Clark, Kelsy Temple, and Valerie Johnson also help organize the food pantry and sort 
clothing donated to the program.  Ladies, Ms. Wright thanks you!
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    New Kid on the BlockBy Kelsy Temple
 Junior Aubrey Clegg is this issue’s New Kid On the 
Block. Aubrey moved here at the beginning of the semester 
from Hillcrest. She lives with her aunt and uncle, Marcia and 
Joe Moyer. Aubrey was born on December 23, 1996, and she 
has two brothers.
 A hobby of Aubrey's is reading. She loves the Re-
demption Series by Karen Kingsbury. She also enjoys acting 
in theatre class. Aubrey is hoping to be on Zizzerette staff 
next year where she will be able to explore more of her writ-
ing and reporting abilities.
 After high school Aubrey is planning to attending 
college and is currently looking into Harding University. She 
would like to become an event planner who focuses more on 
birthday and wedding affairs.
 Aubrey has made multiple new friends upon arrival 
at West Plains, including Amanda Hobbs who helped her 
around school her first day. If you see Aubrey welcome her 
to West Plains and get to know her because  she is very nice 
and would love the chance to meet new people.

   West Plains High School Choir MSHSAA District Music Festival Results
 “1” Ratings
Vocal Solos 
James Anderson, Savannah Bailey, Sam Demuria, Bailee Dougherty, Mason Falkenrath, Clayton Hall, 
Chloe Hatley, Josh Jones, Katie Judd, Katie Kenter, Kevin Marquez, Katie McLain, Kody Miller, Krishaun 
Orlowski, Brayden Pace, Alyssa Roylance, Marianna Roylance, Audrey Russell, Sabrina Seiber, Holt Skinner, 
Tayler Smith, Kelsey Waggoner
 
Vocal Ensembles
Red Square (Mixed Double Quartet) Connor Cochran, Brandon Mitchell, Krishaun Orlowski, Brayden Pace, 
Carissa Peoples, Marianna Roylance, Sabrina Seiber, Tayler Smith
Stroganoff (Boys Double Quartet) James Anderson, Sam Demuria, Greg Freeman, Jacob Hackworth, Clayton 
Hall, Josh Jones, Brayden Pace, Cole Turner
The Kremlin (Mixed Double Quartet) Madison Cozort, Bailee Dougherty, Sam Jensen, Hannah Morrison, 
Jacob Petrus, Jordan Pilz, Audrey Russell, Wyatt Sellers
Little Kittens (Miscellaneous Vocal Ensemble) Makayla Chen, Michelle Chen, Casey Doss, Payton Richards, 
Marianna Roylance, Hannah Schmeling,  Mary Kate Wagoner
Tsarinas (Girls Double Quartet) Caitlin Green, Hannah Grills, Chloe Hatley, Ellen Hones, Katie Judd, Katie 
Kenter, Morgan Kinder, Kelsey Waggoner
Tolstoy (Mixed Double Quartet) James Anderson, Caitlin Green, Hannah Grills, Josh Jones, Sidney Jones, 
Katie Judd, Kevin Marquez, Alyssa Roylance
Pushkin (Mixed Double Quartet) Tayler Eck, Jacob Garrett, Sarah Grisham, Chloe Hatley, Ellen Hones, Shan-
non Hughes, John Pieralisi, Holt Skinner
The Tsars (Boys Double Quartet) Taylor Eck, Mason Falkenrath, Willie Laughary, Kevin Marquez, Kody 
Miller, Jacob Petrus, Jordan Pilz, Holt Skinner
Kalinka (Mixed Double Quartet) Savannah Bailey, Sam Demuria, Clayton Hall, Allie Howell, Quentin Keller, 
Emily Kimball, Keenan Moss, Emma Watson
....................continued on page 8........................
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By Lindsey Hicks
 This month’s Faculty Focus is the “new guy” in the 
science department, Mr. Michael Hess. Mr. Hess was raised 
in a town called Lawrence, Kansas. He said that he loved 
where he was raised because they were all so friendly, had 
good students and they had great colleagues. If most of you 
didn’t know Mr. Hess, he is right across from Mr. Fleming’s 
room.
  Mr. Hess attended Lawrence High School in Kansas 
and Kansas State University, as well as Fort Hays State Uni-
versity. He has a bachelor’s degree in physical science and 
a master’s degree in administration.  Speaking of science, 
Mr. Hess’s favorite subjects in high school and college were 
math and science.
 Mr. Hess said he first found out about WPHS from 
the area he lives in now (Thayer, Missouri). He has been 
teaching for 22 years and worked 11 years in administra-
tion. Mr. Hess added that,” This is the best school yet!” In 
the future, Mr. Hess would want to “keep teaching until they 
pry the marker out of my cold, dead hands!” 
 He is very kind, and approachable. He wants to 
make note, “just in case they don’t know-I care.” 

  Faculty Focus

"2" Ratings
Vocal Solos
Ian Bergman, Caitlin Green, Shannon Hughes, Emily Kim-
ball, Hannah Morrison, Bailey Pelc, Jordan Pilz, Hannah 
Schmeling, Wyatt Sellers
 
Vocal Ensemble
Little Dogs (Boys Double Quartet) Ben Adcock, Con-
nor Cochran,Gannan Moss, John David Mulford, Stephen 
Mulkley, Travis Rhoads, Kyle Seeley, Colin Trantham
 
"3" Ratings
Vocal Solo
Cameron Hoffman

.....continued....Choir from page 7...........
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By Lindsey Hicks
 After all the snow days we have missed, we finally got some warm weather over Spring Break. Many 
Zizzers went out and enjoyed the warm weather. As most of you are familiar with Cloud 9 Ranch, some students 
enjoyed riding around the ranch on their four wheelers.
 Kendra Warren and Kelli Bowen went with their families on skiing trips in Colorado where they enjoyed 
several days skiing in the beautiful mountains.
 Junior Jennie Broyles went to Chicago and went downtown with one of her friends to go to a water 
tower place to go shopping. She also got to go to a cupcake shop called Sprinkles that she added,” Had the 
best cupcakes I’ve ever had.” Even though Jennie got sick on her trip, she still toured several places. What a 
trooper! She also went to the science and industry museum that was “Fab.” Jennie said that the highlight of her 
trip would have to be getting a free Starbucks coupon from a stranger. It’s the little things in life that matter the 
most! 
 Sophomore Delaney Ream had a fun-filled Spring Break vacation in Cancun. Delaney had a fun time in 
the sun on the beach and at the pool. She also visited the Chichen Itza which is a Mayan Pyramid, if you didn’t 
already know. The highlight of her trip had to be the warm weather and spending time with her family, she 
added.
 During the Break, the Varsity girls’ basketball team had a great end to their season, with a record of 21-
6. The girls beat Aurora and lost by one point to end their season. As school is coming close to an end try keep 
your attendance at 100% until the end of the year to be prepared for the EOC’s. Happy spring!

STATE Concert Band results (based on prepared pieces + sight reading piece):
HS Varsity Concert Band received a I (Exemplary) rating.
HS Jr. Varsity Concert Band received a I (Exemplary) rating. 
 
The following DISTRICT events received a I (Exemplary) rating AND WILL CONTINUE ON TO COMPETE 
AT STATE SOLO & ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL 
Flute solo-Holt Skinner 
Trumpet solo-Ryan Mardock 
Trombone solo-Jamie Mayle 
Flute solo-Randy Fukasawa 
Oboe solo-Randy Fukasawa 
Clarinet solo-Hannah Gough 
Bells (mallet percussion) solo-Emilee Floyd 
Baritone solo-Jared Spratley 
Trombone solo-Shannon Hughes 
French Horn solo-Emily Kimball 
Clarinet Quartet-Hannah Gough, Katie Kentner, Elissa Smith, Bernice Worley 

Continued on page 15.....
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FCCLA

 FCCLA has been very busy lately! In February FCCLA held STAR Events at the First United Method-
ist Church, and West Plains High School had ten gold medal winners, including Samantha Rhoades, Mikayla 
Lambe, Kirsten Kays, Audry Moss, Heather Pham, Sara Stewart, Kara Halford, Whitney Caudel, Bobbi Rob-
erts, and Savannah Bailey. These gold medalists will be moving on to the Missouri State FCCLA Convention in 
Columbia on March 30, 31, and April 1. Also in February, three West Plains High School seniors went to legis-
lative shadowing at the capitol in Jefferson City. The students that attended were Casey Buehler, who shadowed 
Senator Mike Cunningham, and Mikayla Lambe and Mylee Coble, who shadowed Shawn Rhoades.
 Officer Elections were held on February 17 in Cabool, and two students from West Plains High School 
were elected into Region 9 office. Morgan Light was elected as Region 9 First Vice-President, and April York 
was elected as State Region 9 Vice-President. April York will move on to State, and she will run for State FC-
CLA President. 
 Recently, Casey Buehler and Morgan Light entered a National STAR Event in Virtual Poster and Chap-
ter Website. They will both be moving on to Level II STAR Events at Nationals in San Antonio, Texas on July 
6, 2014.

FFA
 
 FFA stands for Future Farmers of America. FFA has so many opportunities available for members such 
as: scholarships, contests, petting zoos, traveling, and doing service. FFA is like one big happy family. 
As most of you know, West Plains will be getting a new Ag building eventually. The process with take some 
time to raise enough money to start the building, so if you all know of any businesses or would like to contrib-
ute to the new ag building, it would be greatly appreciated.
 FFA has many opportunities available for those interested in entering contests. Contests vary from 
Livestock, Poultry, Ag mechanics, Dairy Foods, Horse judging, Soils, Ag sales, Poultry, and Farm manage-
ment. There are advanced level competitions for these contests. Many students attended the Ozark workshop to 
prepare for their upcoming contests. Several teams have already started their competitions and have put in an 
abundant amount of work to do well on them. The contests that took place on March 18th had some very suc-
cessful entries in their division. McKenzie Barker received 2nd place Division 1 Speaking, and Tricia Evins got 
first place in the Creed speaking and both of these girls will advance to districts.  All the hard work from the 
Reporter, Audie Russell, put into the FFA scrapbook paid off; as her scrapbook will advance to state as well as 
Olivia Power’s secretary book, Haden Smith’s record book, and Keith Kellet’s treasurer book. Congrats to all 
the state entries and the organization’s hard work you all have put in to come this far. 
 The officers this year include President Chance Barnes, Vice President Keegan Wilson, Secretary Ol-
ivia Powers, Treasurer Keith Kellet, Reporter Audie Russell, Sentinel Jarod Lung, Historian Madi McCracken, 
Chaplain Caleb Wells, and Advisors Tonya Jedlicka and Jay Hale. See page 16 for officer photo and coverage of 
the annual petting zoo.

Junior Class
 The junior class officers have been working very hard on getting prom all together to make it a special 
night for everyone. The Ag classes have also been working on special props to make the scenery connect with 
the theme. Prom invitations have been handed out with the theme of Paris au clair lune. Prom will be held on 
May 10th from 8-11 p.m. at the fairgrounds. It costs ten dollars for a ticket if you attend school here and twenty-
five dollars for out of school dates who are approved by the office. Tickets may now be purchased. So, guys, get 
out there and plan a special promposal for your favorite girl! 

   Clubs & Organizations
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Senior Class
 Seniors, graduation is approaching and it will be here before we know it, but there are still a few things 
you need to remember. Make sure you take the ACT test. If you have not taken it please see Ms. Allen. You 
have to take it in order to graduate. See Mrs. Shannon to double check on your A+ funding. Make sure you are 
regularly attending school until graduation also. We don’t have that much longer! Awards Day is on Sunday, 
May 4th  this year in the gym. Finals are May 7th and 8th, your last high school finals ever! Prom is on May 
10th, the cost is $10 for in school students and $25 for any out of school dates (must be approved by the office). 
Hurry and get your prom tickets! Graduation is on May 15th this year and Project Graduation is the same night 
right after graduation. Guys, we only have 29 more days a 6 Mondays left of high school, how exciting! 

Speech & Debate
 This month the speech and debate team has been very busy! For starters, they attended their National 
Forensics League Districts in Springfield. While there many students competed and the team ended up having 
one competitor going to nationals, Caleb Gill, a junior, will be going to Kansas City, Kansas and competing in 
original oratory.
 The team also went to their MSHSAA Districts in Camdenton where several students will be moving 
on to state competition, which will take place on April 25 -26. Along with all of this they will also be attending 
Student Congress at MSU-WP and Student Congress Districts on April 10 in Springfield.
 Along with all of their competitions they also had their Scrimmage at the Avenue in which they per-
formed all of their events, including Readers’ Theater. The coaches said the scrimmage was a great success and 
was great practice for all the students that participated.
Best of Luck to the Speech and Debate team as they begin to wrap their successful year up.

Ridgerunner
 The Spring 2014 issue of Ridgerunner magazine will go on sale the second week of May.  Editors 
Spencer Beard, Kevin Marquez, and Jordan Pilz will graduate May 15 and next year’s editors have been named.  
Juniors Mason Thompson and Allison Whittingham will fill the roles occupied by Beard, Marquez, and Pilz.
 
BETA

 A couple of weeks ago the West Plains High School chapter of  BETA took 40 members to the Mis-
souri State Beta Convention in Branson, MO.  Junior Alex Eggert competed for Missouri BETA State President.  
Though he did not get elected, he represented our school very well.  Our students showed amazing class and 
character throughout the trip and executed a wonderful campaign skit for our candidate that demonstrated their 
hard work and dedication to our school.  Katie Kentner is a semi-finalist for the National BETA Club Scholar-
ship.   Please congratulate her when you see her!  Thanks for your support of our club!  Please turn to page 20 
for a pictorial highlight of the Spring 2014 Beta Convention.  A great time was had by all!
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  Mid-Winter 2014
By Kelsy Temple
  The Mid-Winter dance was held on February 14, 2014. Given the date of the dance it is apparent 
that the theme was Valentine’s Day. The DJ, Trevor Cressman, kept the night alive with great music. The Beta 
Club made a good profit at the dance selling cookies and water to help fund their trip to the State Beta Conven-
tion earlier this month.
 On February 21, 2014 the stunning Chloe Towell was crowned your Mid-Winter Queen. That same night 
the Lady Zizzers dominated the Joplin Eagles. We had many beautiful candidates and attendants standing along 
side Chloe when she was crowned, including freshman McKenzie Barker  escorted by Justin Nichols,  sopho-
more Savannah Lung escorted by Jarod Lung, junior Taylor Guffey escorted by Brayden Pace, seniors Marie 
Vanderelst escorted by Trey Whitsell, and Kelsey Farris escorted by Alex Hoopes.
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   2014 Mid-Winter Court
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    Where are they now?
By Shelby Acklin
 Zizzer alumni Christopher Allen Mitchell, born on De-
cember 29, 1993 to Rodney and Becky Mitchell.  He was a 2012 
graduate of West Plains High School. While he was here, he was 
impacted by many people and made a lot of memories being a 
Zizzer.
 Chris was a track and cross country star, setting many per-
sonal records. He ran the 800 meter run in 1:58 seconds, ran a mile 
in 4:29, the two mile in 9:43, and he ran a 5k in an impressive 16 
minutes flat. He also participated in basketball his freshman year,  
The National Honor Society, and yearbook staff.   
 Despite Chris’s busy schedule of athletics and clubs, he 
still had time for his friends. Brandon Johnson, also in the graduat-
ing class of 2012 and cross country runner, was Chris’s best friend 
throughout high school, and to this day they still remain like broth-
ers. 
 Chris had many people who he looked up to in high school, 
one being his coach, Joe Bill Dixon. Along with him, Chris ad-
mired Mrs. Dianna Locke, whom he had for three out of the four 
years of his high school career. His favorite class was The Influ-
ence of the Bible taught by Chris Quarti. Chris’s favorite Bible 
verses are Luke 9:23 and Corinthians 9:24.
 So, where is Chris now? Well, after high school Chris 
made the tough decision to leave his hometown and attend Union 
University in Tennessee on an athletic scholarship, where he ran 
cross country. He chose Union because of the living conditions, but 
ended up disliking it and applying to College of the Ozarks, which 
he currently attends. He is currently in training to run cross coun-
try for the 2014 fall semester. After college Chris plans to pick up 
a head coaching job in cross country and/or track, or to become a 
sports journalist.
 When asked what he missed most about high school, Chris 
replied with, “I miss my high school teammates, friends, and the 
memories we made.” His best memory in high school was winning 
All-State honors in track in the 4X8 relay. When asked what advice 
he would give to seniors, Chris said “Enjoy your high school years, 
they are the best you will have. But be smart!”
 Whether it was on the track, in the classroom, or in the hall-
ways, Chris made plenty of memories in West Plains High School, 
and they are all still carried with him to this day. 
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             Staff Spotlight
By Morgan Light
 This month’s staff spotlight is the amazing 
Charlene McKee! Mrs. McKee was born on July 25 in 
Yellville, Arkansas. She and her husband, Craig, have 
been married for twenty-nine years, and they have two 
sons, Chad and Cody. Her son Chad is a welder, and 
Cody works as a paraprofessional at West Plains High 
School.
 Mrs. McKee was a Fair View Flyer in middle 
school. After middle school she attended West Plains 
High School and graduated with the class of 1981. 
When she left high school, she started as a custodian at 
Southfork then transferred to West Plains Elementary as 
a secretary. In 2006 she transferred to the high school 
where she has happily occupied the front desk in the 
counseling office, a post she has held with a smile ever 
since. 
 Mrs. McKee loves to travel. She has been to 
places such as Mexico, Italy, and Orange Beach. During 
her favorite season (summer), her hobbies include go-
ing to the lake, beach, and river, canoeing, and floating 
on a pontoon. She has two pets, Bullet (her dog) and 
T-Bone the calf.
 Thanks for brightening our day with your cheery 
smile, Mrs. McKee!

Band from page 9.......

The following DISTRICT events received a II (Outstanding) rating:
Trumpet solo-Destry Moore 
Clarinet solo-Bernice Worley 
Trumpet solo-Scott Belanger 
Snare Drum solo-Logan Patterson 
Timpani solo-Alex Eggert 
Percussion trio-Jacob Petrus, Emilee Floyd, Abby Miller 
Percussion sextet-Logan Patterson, Kody Miller, Kelsey Waggoner, Alex Eggert, Ryan Evans, Emilee Floyd
Flute solo-Alyssa King 
Flute solo-Emma Tyler 
Flute trio-Randy Fukasawa, Emma Tyler, Alyssa King 
 
The following DISTRICT event received a III rating:
Flute solo--Grace Simpson 
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    Annual FFA Petting Zoo

Area 13 Speech Contest:  Tiffany Yardley, Makenzie Barker, Andrea Schmitt, Keith Kellett, Ashley King, 
Chance Barnes, Mikayla Brotherton, and Patricia Evans
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    Varsity Profiles

By Katey Smith 
 Your Varsity Profile for the month of March is Megan Biggers, a beautiful sophomore girl. Megan plays 
an active role in the Lady Zizzer Soccer and volleyball teams. She is also a member of Beta and Student Coun-
cil. 
 Megan’s goals, no pun intended, for this soccer season are to score at least one goal. As for her goals for 
the team she says, “I hope that we can improve and have fun, even if we don’t win. As long as everyone gives 
110% that’s all I can ask for.” Megan plays almost any position in soccer besides goalie. In volleyball, she is an 
outside hitter. 
 Megan’s schedule consists of study skills, Honors English, biology, Honors Algebra I, American govern-
ment, French, and Accelerated Reader. Her favorite teacher is “Mr. Dud because he is cool and gives me gum.”
 When asked about her best friends, Megan says, “I’m friends with anyone who wants to be friends with 
me. I don’t pick ‘best friends’ because that title can sometimes hurt people’s feelings.” 
 Megan is the daughter of Candice Biggers and Steve Griffin. Jason Allen is her step dad and Erika Derra 
is her step mom. She has two beautiful step sisters, Lily and Emma. Megan also has “three incomparably amaz-
ing brothers,” Justyn, Dillon, and Mitchell, with Mitchell being Megan’s twin. Megan has three dogs, and she 
just recently lost “the coolest cat ever,” a beloved pet named Nala. 
 Megan’s greatest high school achievement, so far, has been having the privilege to be a part of the 
Homecoming court this year. By the way, just in case you did not see her, she looked absolutely stunning!
 Megan typically likes most any type of music as long as it is catchy, but she absolutely cannot stand 
country! “It makes my ears bleed,” she says. 
 After high school, Megan plans to go into the Air Force to become a k-9 handler. She may or may not 
get some college classes under her belt before pursuing her dream career, she adds. 
 Megan’s advice to underclassmen is “Don’t change for anyone because God made you the way you are 
for a reason.” She would like to make a shout out to Katey Smith for “being the best Zizzerette writer in the his-
tory of forever. She’s super sweet and if you aren’t her friend, you are missing out.” Thank you for those kind 
words, Megan! 
 When asked what she thinks about the youth today, Megan replied, “Kids today really need to go to 
church and develop a relationship with Jesus Christ because he’s the only one who will never leave you, no mat-
ter what.” 
 Megan is truly an exceptional young woman with a good head on her shoulders and a bright future 
ahead of her. To me, she is an inspiration because she is so dedicated and a breath of fresh air because she is 
such a great friend, a rare find. Come see her play at some of her home soccer games! Zizzerette staff wishes the 
best of luck to you and your team this season, Megan! 
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By: Kendra Warren

 The Lady Zizzer Soccer team played in a 
Jamboree Saturday, March 15th to start off their sea-
son. They played really well and got together more at 
the end of the day. They are a young team but every-
one is working hard to have a great season this year. 
The three seniors include: Jada Hansmann, Lindsay 
Randolph and Marie Vanerelest and they are excited 
to start their last season and say they they hope for a 
great outcome. The first season game was at Marsh-
field on Monday, March 24th, where the varsity lost 
but the junior varsity won. The first home game is 
scheduled for March 31st on the turf. So, if you can, 
come out and support the Lady Zizzers Soccer girls 
as they start their season. Good luck girls! 

  Lady Zizzer Soccer

 Zizzer fans, 
especially upper-
classmen, packed 
the gym for the 
annual Mid-Winter 
game.  This year’s 
game had been 
postponed due to in-
clement weather and 
was finally held on 
Feb. 14, a game that 
featured the Lady 
Zizzers soundly 
defeating the Joplin 
Eagles during the 
Lady Z’s last home 
game.
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Thanks to Ozone for this issue’s soccer photos!

  Go Zizzers!



            Lady Zizzer Basketball

By: Kendra Warren

 The boys’ basketball team ended their season over 
Spring Break with a record of 16-12. They were seeded 
fourth in districts and won the first round against Reeds 
Spring and were scheduled to play Logan-Rogersville next. 
However, the boys ended up falling short and lost by two 
points in double overtime to the Wildcats.  The three seniors 
included: Jacob Womack, Dusty Harrill and Eli Biggerstaff. 
Coaches and teammates said they were such great leaders and 
will be missed very much. The boys had a great season and 
accomplished so much and we are all very proud of them! If 
you are thinking about playing basketball next year, please 
see Coach Kevin Smith. Great job, boys, on the great season!

      Boys’
   Basketball

 By Shelby Acklin
 The Lady Zizzer basketball team ended their season on March 7th in the district championship game. 
It was a battle, neither team getting ahead of the other by more than five points the whole game. The Lady 
Zizzers ended up getting defeated, with their final score being 35-34 in favor of the Republic Tigers. The 
game was the exact opposite of last year’s district championship game where West Plains had the winning 
buzzer beater in over-time against the Republic Tigers. This year the Lady Zizzer’s had three girls named to 
the All-District team, an award that is given for their work and outstanding achievements in the district all 
year. These girls were Kelli Bowen, Cass Johnson, and Payton Richards. Four girls have also recently been 
honored with all-conference honors. Cass Johnson and Kelli Bowen were named to the first team all-confer-
ence players, and Payton Richards and Shelby Acklin were named as honorable mention all-conference play-
ers.  Coach Womack also accomplished a wonderful milestone, his 400th career win after defeating Lebanon.
 The Lady Zizzers ended their season with an impressive 21-6 record on the season. The team will 
miss the four seniors Shelby Acklin, Presten Kelley, BreAnna Harris, and Kendra Warren. Coach Womack 
praised these girls with having a very winning record over the course of three years. The senior girls’ record 
was 71-12. The team will come back next year with young girls getting a lot of experience to potentially be in 
the varsity uniforms.
 The Lady Zizzer basketball team would like to thank all the support they had all season, and the amaz-
ing student section they had at the tough district game. It has been a great season for them. 

Z-I-Z-Z-E-R
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